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SUBJECT: THE CHURCH, THE ECONOMY AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
REF: A. SANTIAGO 3082; B. SANTIAGO 2266 

1. SUMMARY. CARDINAL RAUL SILVA CRITICIZES GOC ECONOMIC 
POLICY AS CHURCH GROWS INCREASINGLY CONCERNED OVER ECONOMIC 
DIFFICULTIES OF LOWER CLASSES. CHURCH REMAINS PUBLICLY SILENT 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE, APPARENTLY REFLECTING CARDINAL’S 
CONTINUING BELIEF THAT HIS GOOD PERSONAL RELATIONS WITH GOC 
LEADERS ARE BEST MEANS OF INFLUENCING GOC POLICY. LACK OF 
PUBLIC STATEMENT ON HUMAN RIGHTS DOES NOT INDICATE SOFTENING 
OF CHURCH POSITION ON ISSUE. EMBASSY IS AWARE OF KANDELL'S 
NYTIMES ARTICLE ON CHURCH. END SUMMARY. 

2. AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED (REF B), THE CHURCH IS BECOMING 
INCREASINGLY CONCERNED OVER EFFECTS OF CURRENT ECONOMIC 
PROBLEMS ON LOWER CLASSES. CARDINAL SILVA GAVE FURTHER INDICATION 
OF CHURCH CONCERN DURING LABOR DAY (MAY 1) CATHEDRAL ADDRESS 
(REF A) WHEN HE GENERALLY CRITICIZED CURRENT GOC ECONOMIC 
POLICY AND CHILEAN ENTREPRENEURS WHO SEEK ONLY PROFIT. 

SPEAKING OF HUMANITARIAN NEEDS, THE CARDINAL RHETORICALLY 
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ASKED HOW MANY TIMES MAN COULD BE PUSHED ASIDE BY MATERIAL 
DESIRES AND MONEY. SAID THE CHURCH WILL CONTINUE TO TEACH 
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THAT "THE ECONOMY MUST SERVE MANKIND: THE PRINCIPAL POINT, 

THE ESSENTIAL PART OF ECONOMIC LIFE CANNOT BE PROFIT, ITS 
SUPREME LAW CANNOT BE THE FREE COMPETITION OF SUPPLY AND 
DEMAND." 

3. THERE IS GROWING CONCERN AMONG FERVENT HUMAN RIGHTS 
ADVOCATES OVER THE RECENT PUBLIC SILENCE OF CHURCH OFFICIALS 
ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE. THEY FEAR THE CHURCH IS IGNORING 
THE CONTINUING HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEM AS IT FOCUSES ON THE DIRE 
ECONOMIC CONDITION OF MANY OF ITS FOLLOWERS. ON THE OTHER 
HAND, CARDINAL HAS ALSO BEEN CRITICIZED BY PROMINENT 
"GREMIALISTA" LEON VILARIN APPARENTLY FOR SPEAKING OUT ON 
GOC ECONOMIC AFFAIRS. VILARIN SAID CHURCH WAS FAST LOSING ITS 
PRESTIGIOUS POSITION AS RESULT OF CARDINAL’S BEHAVIOR. 

4. COMMENT: EMBASSY IS AWARE OF KANDSLL'S MAY 5 NYTIMES 
ARTICLE "CHURCH IN CHILE IS CRITICIZED AS WEAK ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS". WE VIEW ARTICLE AS ON THE RIGHT TRACK BUT TOO SHARPLY 
DELINEATED. THOUGH FORMERLY QUITE ARTICULATE ON SUBJECT, CHURCH 
HAS NOT PUBLICLY SPOKEN TO HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTIONS FOR SEVERAL 
MONTHS, AND CHILEANS WHO DEPENDED ON CHURCH HIERARCY TO LEAD 
OPPOSITION TO GOC POLICY ARE OBVIOUSLY DISAPPOINTED. CARDINAL 

IS A VERY PRUDENT, POLITICALLY SOPHISTICATED PERSON, HOWEVER, 

AND APPARENTLY BELIEVES HIS CURRENT POSITION OF MAINTAINING 
CORDIAL RELATIONS WITH GOC OFFICIALS IS BEST TACTIC TO INFLUENCE 
GOC POLICY ON HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE. 

5. EMBOFF DISCUSSED KANDELL ARTICLE WITH CHURCH AND COMMITTEE 
FOR PEACE SOURCES. LATTER AGREED THAT THERE HAS BEEN SOME 
CONCERN OVER POSSIBLE WEAKENING OF CARDINAL'S RESOLVE ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS BUT, IN FACT, THERE HAS BEEN NO REAL DECLINE 

IN HIS INTEREST. ON SPECIFIC ALLEGATION THAT CARDINAL INTENDS 
TO DISBAND THE COMMITTEE FOR PEACE, CARDINAL'S REPRESENTATIVE 
TO COMMITTEE SAID THIS WAS SIMPLY NOT TRUE. SOURCE DID SAY 
CHURCH CONSIDERS COMMITTEE AS TEMPORARY AND THIS MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN MISINTERPRETED. 

6. THE CHURCH IS MAKING PUBLIC STATEMENTS ON CURRENT ECONOMIC 
SITUATION. CARDINAL'S LABOR DAY REMARKS, ALBEIT PHRASED IN 
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GENERAL TERMS, WERE CRITICAL OF GOC POLICY AND ATTITUDE OF 
ENTREPRENEURS. ALTHOUGH WORKERS MAY HAVE BEEN DISAPPOINTED 
THAT REMARKS WERE NOT MORE POINTED, WE HAVE HEARD THAT 
SEVERAL LABOR LEADERS HAVE SPOKEN IN CARDINAL'S DEFENSE SINCE 
VILARIN'S CRITICISM IN LOCAL RADIO INTERVIEW. THIS EXCHANGE 
HAS NOT BEEN REPORTEDIN PRESS. 

POPPER 
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